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PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE  
 

Obama’s Remarks at White House Iftar 

White House.  June 17, 2015. 

 

“Ramadan is a time in which families and communities come together for iftars and 

prayers in festive gatherings that demonstrate the rich and diverse traditions of Muslim 

societies and cultures. 

 

It is also a deeply spiritual time of reflection and renewal meant to increase 

thankfulness and consciousness of God’s mercy. Muslims honor each day of Ramadan as 

a day of patient endurance through fasting, and each night as a night of gratitude 

through prayers.  It is a time to reinforce faith, compassion and forgiveness, and 

perseverance through adversity.  In this month of giving, Muslims around the globe 

reach out to assist those afflicted by conflict, hunger, poverty and disease.” 

 

SECRETARY OF STATE’S MESSAGE  
  

Secretary Kerry at Ramadan Iftar Dinner 

IIP Digital. June 17, 2015. 

 

“Ramadan is a season for heightened reflection, worship, compassion, and community. 

For Muslims everywhere, this special month provides spiritual nourishment and 

reinforces appreciation for the universal value -- and values -- of humanity. It is also a 

time to reflect on awareness of the responsibility of people of all faiths to help those in 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2015/06/17/statement-president-occasion-ramadan
http://iipdigital.usembassy.gov/st/english/texttrans/2015/06/20150617316302.html


need, including those stricken by poverty and the victims of conflict in such countries as 

Burma, Iraq, Libya, Nigeria, Somalia, Syria, and Yemen. Ramadan underscores the 

beauty in community -- one that eats, prays and works together – and that answers the 

sacred call that we desire for others what we desire for ourselves.” 

 

 Videos  

 
American Muslims: Who Are American Muslims? (04:29 mins) 

 

American Muslims: Where Are American Muslim Voices? (04:25 

mins) 

 

American Muslims: How Do American Muslims Live Their 

Religion? (04:50 mins) 

 

American Muslims: What Do American Muslims Do? (04:53 mins) 

 

 

AMERICAN MUSLIMS 
 

This electronic publication demonstrates that with freedom, faith, and hard work, each 

successive wave of immigrants has added its distinctive contributions to the American 

story.  It also portrays how Muslims in America enrich the U.S. cultural mix in the 

following chapters: 

  
Unity Through Diversity: The American Identity 

 

Islam and the United States 

 

Muslim Immigration 

 

American Muslims: Diverse, Valued, Vital 

 

Chicago Muslims: Deep Roots, Many Branches 

 

Living Islam in America 

 

Finding Common Ground in the Sacred Community 

 

American Hajji 

 

More on Muslims in America who have brought innovation, diversity and 

productive ideas to American life. 

 

 

 

 

ASK THE LINCOLN CENTER LIBRARIANS IF YOU HAVE 

REFERENCE QUESTIONS ON THIS AND/OR OTHER TOPICS! 
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Issue-in-Focus is an electronic publication of the Lincoln Resource Center (LRC) 

designed to keep you abreast of U.S. perspectives on domestic, regional and global 
affairs. Our librarians review periodicals, reports and other information products 
available electronically to make them accessible to you at your fingertips.  

 
Items posted cover U.S. society, including Islam in America, culture, economics, 
international affairs, media, education, and science and technology. Contact librarians 
of the Lincoln Resource Center at IRCKualaLumpur@state.gov. 
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